
Update 43, written June 4, 2019 

“If you have no joy as a believer there’s a leak in your Christianity somewhere.”Billy 
Sunday 

60! On May 1st, we celebrated Yuri’s 60th birthday. Birthdays that end in 0 or 5 here are 
celebrated more than those numbers in between. So. Sveta, his wife, went to great 
lengths to make the day special for him. This couple invited me into their home 3 + years 
ago, when Yuri transformed their attic into a studio apartment for me. I have come to 
treasure my 11 sq. meter sanctuary and am grateful to both of them for opening their 
home and hearts to me. 

Vlad - I had the chance to catch up with Tanya K last week and asked her about her son 
Vlad. It was disappointing to understand that I had misunderstood. Yes, the first 3 weeks 
after the placement of the new shunt, he had had no seizures.Unfortunately now they 
have returned, sometimes as often as once a day. While they are not as severe, it is 
discouraging. 

They went to see the surgeon for a follow up visit a couple weeks ago and did an MRI. The 
shunt is functioning properly and the brain has returned to its normal position by 
5mm. The surgeon hopes and expects for another 5mm of movement and then hopefully a 
decrease in seizures will be seen. 

He recommended them to be seen by another specialist for some manual/pressure point 
therapy sessions. But after basically spending 3 months in the hospital this spring plus 
the cost and the travel distance, Tanya isn’t interested in following up on that right 
now. With a very busy summer around the corner, she wants to focus on what is at 
hand. This fall they will do another MRI and go from there. 

“The life that yields the most, yields the most.” Ann Voskamp 

Crimea! Last Saturday was such a wonderful gift from God in that I had the opportunity 
to spend the afternoon with several pastors that I used to work with in Crimea. 

They had made the 14-hour drive (it used to only take 10 but the roads are in horrible 
shape in southern/central Ukraine) so as to take part in the every 3 year all Baptist 
Church pastors conference. It turns out that in Ukraine, there are currently 3171 
registered Baptist Churches and 598 pastors attended this conference. Not knowing, I 
asked if that was a good attendance number and they said yes. 

Loss of contact with Crimea has been as much my fault as any. It’s harder but there are 
ways to stay in touch, but I just can’t juggle that many balls. With what I have going on 



here, keeping up with Crimea has significantly decreased, not for my lack of love, but 
rather for being already stretched wide & long. So I used the hours I had and kept 
pushing questions at them, trying to glean as much information out of this ‘living letter’ 
that God had sent me. It was fun to hear news about friends; harder to hear that so 
many of the elderly had died and tough to hear of the church struggles. 

The Protestant Church is not one of the 4 recognized churches in Russia.Therefore it has 
many restrictions. Not following the rules can result in fines and even closure of the 
church. All of the guys admitted that more often then not the rules are used only when 
there are complaints. Meaning, if you use wisdom and stay ‘under the radar’, there is still 
plenty that can be done. For example, one man from a Sevastopol Church did not make a 
good choice when he handed out tracts in the central public square during Easter. He was 
caught and now that church is undergoing a review by the authorities. However, out in a 
small village where another church has a large Christian campground (I used to go there a 
lot!), the all Crimea youth congresses are always held there (so that is a couple hundred 
teens in on place!) and they have no problems. 

Towards the end of the evening, I spoke up and said to all that I was so pleased with 
them! I was grateful to God that they had chosen to cling to Him and to each other. And, 
I commended them for making the trip. Their presence at the conference must have 
made a positive statement and an encouragement to all of the other pastors. And, hearing 
their stories, confirmed my own inner voice. “Work hard, work now….we have 
unprecedented religious freedom in Ukraine….use it because it won’t always be this way.” 

So a few days later when I heard our own church was going to cancel the evening service 
because all the pastors would be at the wedding (the daughter of our lead pastor), that 
just didn’t settle right with me. Thanks to Jamie and Simon, we showed a movie in place 
of the usual service. Perhaps you have already seen ‘The Resurrection of Gavin Stone”. If 
not, I definitely recommend it! While I covered nursery, they showed the movie in the 
next room. 20 people were there. The movie is light but with a deep message and it 
touched some hearts…making it all worth it! 

“The man or woman who is wholly or joyously surrendered to Christ can’t make a wrong 
choice – any choice will be the right one.” A.W. Tozer 

Gonna kick it up a notch! The count down has begun…there are 15 days left before 
Family Camp. Everyday another piece of the puzzle comes together, but I was less 
nervous when the calendar still said May. Our final team meeting before camp will be this 
Saturday. 



Some huge pluses this year are that for the first time, we are not going to a new place. 
Rather we are returning, therefore so many things are known and relationships have been 
established. Major bonus! Another huge plus is the team.God has blessed me with a gifted 
team. Third, a special needs mom took over registration for us and has done a fabulous 
job! In my opinion this is the hardest and most thankless job of all, yet she is still smiling 
and so is everyone else. 

As for the bumps in the road…we have never started so late (waiting for Tanya K and Vlad 
to get out of the hospital) in our planning, nor had as few meetings. But, because God had 
given me the program back in December and blessed me with a great translator, it was 
ready to hand out at our first meeting. The pastors approved so we could leap 
forward. Our theme is: God vs. your giants. 

As for the kids program, I had one idea but it proved not to be the best. So our leader 
worked directly with Child Evangelism Fellowship and came up with a great 
program. Thanks to their hard work, this year our children’s closely matches what the 
adults are studying and the material is all ready (less ‘shooting from the hip’ as they have 
had to do in past years). 

My first big ‘hurdle’ was the numbers. Meaning, I really needed/wanted to have 230 
people signed up. That is the max the cafeteria can hold in one setting. Since I didn’t 
want to do 2 shifts for meals that was the number I settled on. 

Now toss in the factor that the price was higher then last year. This year we have prime 
dates. Last year, we were given poor dates, but with a discount. This year the dates were 
great but would the increased cost prohibit folks from coming? I would only know too 
late. 

So we shot for 230 to sign up however, that is almost 30 more people than we had last 
year, and housing was tight then. Ours is a family camp, and the place we are using is 
geared for kids/youth…you know…11 people in 1 room! So, again, hats off to 
registration! Galina worked a miracle in how she combined folks…and that they are happy 
about it! 

On May 1st, we hit our second hurdle. We had decided on a certain train because it was 
the only train going to the city we wanted to get to. So we advertised and told everyone 
to buy tickets for only this train. Then on May 1st, I heard the news. The new schedule 
for train 12 had been posted and it arrived in Melitopol at 3 o’clock in the morning! Can 
you imagine getting 170 people off the train at 3am? Think about yourself at that time of 
night and then mix in several wheelchairs and about 15 kids with autism. And, since that is 
not the last stop, you only have a few minutes to pull this off! 



God gave me the wisdom to say no to that plan and back further up the tracks.Again, my 
team came through and got the news out and arranged for buses to meet us at the train 
station in a different city. Registration then called every single family to be sure they 
had bought tickets on the correct train. It was really crazy for a few days but people 
were very happy when they found out the new train tickets cost significantly less. 

So here we are at the count down, 234 people are signed up and have their train 
tickets. The buses to meet them at the train and take them the final 2 ½ hours to camp 
have been reserved. My garage is crammed with packed boxes of crafts for the kids and 
more for the moms, sports equipment, program material, shower chairs, toilets, a 
wheelchair shower, 4 pharmacy/First aid bags, the ‘road’ we will lay down for the wheel 
chairs to the beach, a camp T-shirt for everyone and about 900 candy bars for those who 
learn each memory verse. We’ll add the music instruments & sound system, plus the 
trampoline and perhaps there will still be room for our bags. : ) 

As you are led, please pray for: 

Family camp 19 – 29th June: 

 The prep team of 11 people will leave at 5am on June 18th, planning to arrive at camp that 
same night. On the night of the 18th, 170 people will be boarding the train in Kiev - all the 
rest are traveling by car. 

Lord willing all the participants will have arrived at camp on the Azov Sea by 11am on June 
19th. 

On the 28th, everyone but 11 will begin the return trip to Kiev by car or train. On the 
29th, the clean up team will leave about 6 am to drive back to Kiev, with the plan to arrive 
that same night. 

Evangelistic camp (Var-en-cove) – 7 days after Family Camp marks the beginning of 2 
weeks of our evangelistic camp for our special needs families. About 7 of the leadership 
folks from Family Camp will be also working at these camps. The first group of 20 moms 
and their 20 special needs children arrive at on the 7th of July and stay until the 13th. 
Then on the 14th through the 21st , the program is repeated for a new group of 20 moms 
and 20 special needs kids. These 2 camps are held about 1 hour away from where I live. 

English Camp – Then the day after those camps end, I start English Camp. This is an 
evangelistic outreach via English. I will have the beginner adult group each morning for 2 
weeks. 



For all of these events, I am praying for - travel safety & health; wisdom & obedience; 
that the leadership team would clearly share & show the love of God; that heart’s would 
receive God for the first time and other’s would grow in their relationship with Christ; 
and above all, that God’s perfect will be done. 

Thank you for your prayers! june 

Yuri & I on his birthday             Yuri & his wife Sveta 

  

Sunday evenings we offer crafts for the kids during the service. It took me several hours 

to burn all the matches but they really enjoyed making the crosses!  

  



Pastor Misha & I. I used to work with him in Crimea. He is the head pastor of the 

Premorski Church where we had a evangelistic medical outreach for about 14 years.  

 

Pastor Nicholi is kneeling. He is the head pastor of the Feodosia Church in Crimea  

 



 

What nursery looks like when I’m in charge : )  A fun mess! 

 

 


